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CALIFORNIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH STANDARDS BOARD 
 
 

PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, DIVISION 1, CHAPTER 4 

Amend Section 3270(b) to read: 
 
§3270. Access General.  
 
(a) Access shall be provided to all equipment and appliances except those located on roofs of 
dwellings and their accessory buildings. Access to every permanent elevated work location shall 
be by means of either fixed ladders or permanent ramps or stairways.   

NOTE:  For ramp requirements see Section 3232 of these Orders. For stairway requirements see 
Section 3234 of these Orders. For fixed ladder requirements see Section 3277 of these Orders. 

(b) Every permanent elevated location, where there is machinery, equipment, or material which 
is customarily operated or frequently repaired, serviced, adjusted, or otherwise handled and 
every other permanent elevated work location, shall be provided with a safe platform or 
maintenance runway. Access shall be by means of either fixed ladders or permanent ramps or 
stairways.  

(c) Access shall be provided to all equipment and appliances except those located on roofs of 
dwellings and their accessory buildings.  

NOTE: For mobile vehicles and equipment, see Section 3210(b), Exception No. 9. 

EXCEPTIONS:  

(1) Access to elevator machinery rooms shall comply with the Elevator Safety Orders.  

(2) This Article does not apply to overhead electric and communication systems, overhead line 
shaft bearings and clutches, valves, or similar controls which are infrequently serviced or 
operated from safely hooked or otherwise stable or fixed ladders or to cranes covered more 
specifically elsewhere in these Orders. 

(c)(d) Every permanent pit, sump, or other sunken location 30 inches or more in depth in, or 
from which, machinery, equipment, or materials are customarily operated or frequently repaired, 
serviced, adjusted, or otherwise handled shall be provided with a safe means of access. Such 
means of access shall be provided by means of either portable or fixed ladders or permanent 
stairways.  

NOTE: Access to electrical equipment shall not be less than that required by the Electrical Safety 
Orders, Title 8, CCR. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Section 142.3, Labor Code; and 
Section 18943(c), Health and Safety Code. 
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